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I ^ 'Anti-Semite' 





The New York Times first 
reported the story that was con- 
firmed by other news organizations: 

An Israeli cabinet minister dubbed 
George Bush an anti-Semite and a 
liar. 

Welcome to the dub, Mr. Presi- 
| dent. The membership is rather i , 
large. It includes the Times' Thomas 
| Friedman, the author of “From 
Beirut to Jerusalem.” Mr., 
Friedman was accused of being an 
! anti-Semitic Jew, for not adhering to 
the Israeli hardliners' view in his 
j best-selling book. 

In Mr. Bush's case, the name- 
calling was prompted by his reluc- 
! tance to guarantee immediately $10 
j billion in loans for Israel. The money 
is necessary to house and settle 
refugees from the Soviet Union, 

! arriving by the thousands every 
month. 

On its own, the small nation has 
neither the resources nor the credit 
rating to approach lenders. More- 
i over, its economy is absolutely reli- 
; ant upon U.S. grants, amounting to 
* more than $1,200 annually for each 
| man, woman and child. 

At this stage, at least, no one is 
suggesting the United States fork 
; over billions when America’s 
I domestic needs are badly 
; underfunded. With the help of its 
expanded population and an increa- 
sed national product, Israeli hopes to 
repay the loans, counting on a 
traditionally generous World Jewry 
[ to bridge any gaps. 

Understand: The president has not 
! turned down Israel’s request. He 
; wants the matter delayed until after 
next month’s hoped-for Middle East 
J peace conference. Offering the 
guarantee is not the problem, but the 
! Shamir government's avowed intent 
to move the refugees into territories 
conquered by Israel during the Six 
I Day War. 

In right-wing Israeli eyes, Mr. 

; Bush’s real “crime” consists of his 
j administration's continuance of the 
long-standing U.S. policy of 
opposing Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

No president has supported the 
settlements since Israel occupied the 
territories in 1967. The White House 
has consistently joined the United 
Nations in calling for the land’s 
return to Arab hands. 

The crux of the Middle East crises 
for these 24 years has been: Who 
should control what is left of pre- 


World War II Palestine? 

Zealous Zionists have never made 
a secret of their intention to hold on to 
every millimeter for a Greater 
Israel. They reached for the Bible to 
justify keeping the territories. Their 
official documents call the West 
Bank Judea and Samaria, using 
names bestowed by antiquity’s 
Israelites. 

In Arabic, Palestinians are still 
called Philistines. Their forefathers 
were the Israelites’ most hated 
enemies, as the Bible testifies. On 
the basis of ancient claims, if the 

Palestinians ^were to give up the 
remnants of Iheir pre-war country, ” 
then, in fairness, they should be 
awarded a slice of richer western 
Israel, where their ancestral home- 
land was once centered. 

No responsible leader has sug- 
gested the swap, for the obvious 
reason it makes no sense in today’s 
world. 

To his great credit, in bringing the 
proposed peace conference this far, 
George Bush puts to shame some 
great names from the past, including 
Charles deGaulle and Henry 
Kissinger. The Shamir cabinet 
should give the president a medal, 
not sit by while a minister calls him 
names. 

The conference’s single most 
important objective will be realized 
when Israel’s modern enemies sit 
down with representatives of the 
Jewish state. At that moment, no one 
can seriously deny Israel’s place 
among the family of nations. 

Radical. Arabs will no doubt con- 
tinue to shout their invectives, 
claiming all of pre-war Palestine for 
their people, but in growing isola- 
tion. The peace conference has the 
potential of converting the radicals 
from patriots into outlaws in the eyes 
of the entire Arab nation, with the 
possible exception of Iraq’s Saddam 
Hussein and Libya’s "mad” 
Gadhafi. 

On the other hand, the conference 
will fail unless it achieves some 
accommodation with Palestinian 
hopes to remove the occupation 
army. Nothing can be gained, 
including the complete recognition of 
Israel’s right to peaceful existence, 
until the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip pass back to Arab hands. 

Land-for-peace, as an idea, origi- 
nated in the time when Mr. Kissinger 


roamed the Middle East tor me 
Nixon White House. It was preached 
in the forum of the Knesset, Jerusa- 
lem’s parliament, by Anwar Sadat, 
who died for his efforts to stop the 
region’s blood-letting. 

In my book, the foul-mouthed 
Israeli cabinet member is a brother- 
in-hate to the Arab extremists who 
gunned down Egypt’s Nobel Peace 
laureate. President Sadat. 

When asked by reporters, Defense 
Minister Moshe Arens, a former 
Israeli ambassador in Washington, 
denied his offensive colleague spoke 
for the entire cabinet. Hardly an 
apology. 

Mr. Shamir should have been on 
the phone, before the story broke, 
tendering his regrets to the White 
House; he may have been too busy. 

Israel’s prime minister has 
ordered his Washington lobbyists to 
turn the Congress against the presi- 
dent on the loan guarantee issue. It 
rapidly turned into a bitter, no-holds- 
barred fight, pitting Israel’s clout 
against White House prestige. 

At this writing, the battle over the 
settlements rages on, which means 
the name-calling certainly con- 
tinues. 


